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A Radical Exploration of Freedom: Transformative Performan

Wiener FestWochen, 18.06.2024 [ENA]

In the heart of Vienna, amidst the grandeur of the Wiener Festwochen, company chipaumire inc, led by the
visionary artist nora chipaumire, presents a groundbreaking work that transcends conventional boundaries
of performance art. This commissioned and co-produced piece, supported by the Mellon Foundation,
Goethe Institut, and several prestigious festivals and residencies, stands as a testament to the power of art.

This performance is invoking radical change and fostering a participatory space for decolonization. From
the moment one steps into the venue, it becomes clear that this is not just a performance but an immersive
experience. Chipaumire’s creation is an animated sculptural sound installation brought to life through live
performance. The resonance of the word “Dambudzo,” translating to “trouble” in Shona, serves as the
heartbeat of this installation. It evokes the spirit of radical African thinkers such as Dambudzo Marechera,
Steve Biko, and Ngugi wa Thiong’o, intertwining their revolutionary ideas with chipaumire’s personal
reflections and the contemporary political landscape of Africa.

The performance space is ingeniously designed to resemble a casual, intimate bar, a meeting point where
locals and visitors alike can gather. This setting is not merely a backdrop but a crucial component of the
piece, fostering a sense of community and engagement. It encourages the audience to participate actively,
blurring the lines between performer and spectator. As Jit music fills the air, the space transforms into a
vibrant hub where discussions of revolution and resistance flow freely, mirroring the environments where
real-life political discourse and grassroots organizing often occur.

Chipaumire and her team breathe life into the ideas of African intellectuals who have long challenged
colonial and neocolonial domination. By invoking “Dambudzo,” the performance harnesses the righteous
anger necessary for resistance and change. This anger is not destructive but constructive, a force that
propels the decolonization movement forward. Chipaumire's embodiment of this spirit is palpable, her
every movement and utterance charged with the weight of history and the urgency of the present moment.

The sound design is a pivotal element of the installation, weaving together traditional African rhythms with
contemporary sounds to create a rich auditory tapestry. This fusion of past and present underscores the
continuity of the struggle against oppression and the enduring relevance of ancestral wisdom. The spatial
dynamics are equally compelling, with the arrangement of the installation allowing for fluid interaction and
movement. The audience is not merely observing but is invited to navigate the space, to become part of the
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narrative being woven before their eyes.

The performance is not just a reflection on the past but a call to action for the present and future.
Chipaumire and her collaborators challenge the audience to envision and actively participate in the creation
of new possible worlds. This invocation is both powerful and empowering, reminding us that the fight for
freedom and justice is ongoing and that each of us has a role to play.

What sets this performance apart is its seamless fusion of art and politics. Chipaumire’s work is a testament
to the potential of art to serve as a vehicle for political expression and change. The performance does not
shy away from confronting difficult truths but does so in a manner that is both accessible and deeply
moving. 

It is a reminder of the transformative power of art, capable of reaching beyond the confines of the gallery or
theater to impact real-world change. company chipaumire inc’s performance at the Wiener Festwochen is a
masterful blend of artistic innovation and political activism. Nora chipaumire has created a work that is as
intellectually stimulating as it is emotionally resonant, inviting audiences to engage with the pressing issues
of decolonization and resistance. The performance stands as a bold declaration of the necessity of
“Dambudzo”—trouble—as a catalyst for change.

Through its dynamic interplay of music, sound, space, and audience interaction, this performance not only
honors the legacy of radical African thinkers but also pushes the boundaries of what performance art can
achieve. It is a profound, participatory experience that challenges, inspires, and ultimately transforms those
who are fortunate enough to witness it. In a world that increasingly demands new ways of thinking and
being, chipaumire’s work is a beacon of hope and a call to action. It is a reminder that the journey toward
freedom is ongoing and that through collective effort and creative expression, we can envision and realize
new possibilities for our shared future. This performance encapsulates the very essence of revolutionary
arts.

Bericht online lesen:
https://culture.en-a.eu/kunst_kultur_und_musik/a_radical_exploration_of_freedom_transformative_perform
an-89261/
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