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"ROHTKO" by ?ukasz Twarkowski

Wiener FestWochen, 30.06.2024 [ENA]

"ROHTKO" by Lukasz Twarkowski performed in frames of the WienerFestWochen is a daring exploration
of art and authenticity. In the vibrant, ever-evolving world of contemporary theater, Lukasz Twarkowski’s
latest production, "ROHTKO," stands as a bold and provocative exploration of authenticity, value, and the
very essence of art. Inspired by one of the most sensational art scandals of the 21st century.

This performance interrogates the boundaries between the genuine and the counterfeit, the real and the
virtual, in a spectacular and thought-provoking manner. The narrative foundation of "ROHTKO" is rooted
in the true story of a high-profile art fraud. In 2004, a businessman and his wife purchased a painting they
believed to be an original Mark Rothko for $8.3 million. The artwork, however, was later revealed to be the
work of a Chinese immigrant living in Queens. This scandal not only rocked the art world but also raised
profound questions about the nature of artistic value and authenticity. Twarkowski deftly uses this real-life
event as a springboard for a broader examination of these themes.

One of the most striking aspects of "ROHTKO" is its innovative use of a constantly changing film set. The
fluid transitions between settings—from a Chinese restaurant to a pristine white cube gallery—serve as a
powerful visual metaphor for the shifting perceptions of reality and art. This dynamic staging keeps the
audience engaged and emphasizes the fluid nature of authenticity and representation. Each setting is
meticulously crafted, immersing the audience in diverse environments that reflect the multifaceted nature of
the narrative.

Twarkowski, along with his talented twelve-member ensemble, delves deep into the complex relationship
between originals and copies. The performance questions whether a forged painting can evoke genuine
emotions and whether the value of art is inherent or ascribed. By presenting a forgery that elicits real
feelings, "ROHTKO" challenges the audience to reconsider their preconceived notions about authenticity
and the intrinsic value of art.

The actors' performances are pivotal in this exploration. They seamlessly blend their roles, shifting between
different characters and perspectives, mirroring the fluidity of the set design. Their ability to portray the
nuanced emotions involved in both the creation and the appreciation of art adds depth to the production,
making the audience ponder the true essence of artistic experience.
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In our increasingly digital world, the line between the real and the virtual grows ever thinner. "ROHTKO"
addresses this contemporary issue head-on, incorporating elements of live film and digital media into the
performance. The integration of these mediums not only enhances the visual spectacle but also underscores
the central themes of the play. The use of live film, in particular, adds an intimate layer to the production,
allowing the audience to experience the raw, unfiltered emotions of the characters in real-time.

"ROHTKO" is not just a play; it is a multi-sensory experience. The production is marked by its loud,
pulsating beats that resonate through the theater, creating an atmosphere of intensity and urgency. These
auditory elements, combined with the visual dynamism of the set and the poignant performances, make for
an immersive experience that lingers in the minds of the audience long after the final curtain call.

Twarkowski’s direction is both bold and nuanced, balancing spectacle with intimacy. He creates moments
of quiet introspection amidst the chaos, allowing the audience to connect deeply with the characters and
their struggles. This balance is crucial in a production that tackles such profound and complex themes. At
its core, "ROHTKO" is a challenge to conventional notions of art and value. It asks the audience to consider
what makes art "real" and whether the emotions it evokes are any less valid if the artwork itself is a forgery.
This questioning is particularly relevant in today’s art market, where the provenance of a piece can
sometimes overshadow its aesthetic and emotional impact.

Twarkowski’s exploration is timely and resonates with contemporary debates about the commodification of
art. By highlighting the story of a forgery that captivated and deceived the art world, he forces the audience
to confront their own biases and assumptions about what constitutes true artistic value. In "ROHTKO,"
Lukasz Twarkowski has created a theatrical tour de force that is as intellectually stimulating as it is visually
and emotionally engaging. The production’s innovative use of a transformative set, combined with
powerful performances and a provocative narrative, makes it a standout piece in contemporary theater.

By examining the interplay between original and copy, real and virtual, "ROHTKO" offers a compelling
commentary on the nature of art and authenticity. It challenges audiences to look beyond surface
appearances and question the deeper values that underlie our appreciation of art. This performance is a
must-see for anyone interested in the intersection of art, emotion, and identity, and it firmly establishes
Twarkowski as a visionary director unafraid to tackle the big questions that define our cultural landscape.

Bericht online lesen: https://culture.en-a.eu/kunst_kultur_und_musik/rohtko_by_ukasz_twarkowski-89263/
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