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Sacred and Earthly Triumph: Easter with Mascagni 

Hungarian State Opera, 23.04.2025 [ENA]

On April 20, 2025, the Hungarian State Opera presented a concert performance that masterfully intertwined
the sacred and the secular, the spiritual and the visceral: Pietro Mascagni's Messa di Gloria and Cavalleria
rusticana. This Easter Sunday matinee offered a profound exploration of human emotion and divine
aspiration, leaving an indelible mark on all who attended.

The program commenced with Mascagni's Messa di Gloria, a youthful yet ambitious composition that
exudes both reverence and operatic fervor. Composed in 1888 and premiered in Cerignola, this mass
showcases Mascagni's early mastery in blending liturgical solemnity with dramatic intensity. The
performance captured the work's exuberant spirit, setting a contemplative tone for the afternoon.

Following the intermission, the audience was transported to the sun-drenched landscapes of Sicily with
Cavalleria rusticana. This one-act opera, a cornerstone of the verismo movement, delves into themes of
love, jealousy, and revenge. 

The juxtaposition of the sacred mass and the earthly drama provided a compelling narrative arc, reflecting
the dualities inherent in the human experience. Under the baton of conductor Rajna Martin, the Hungarian
State Opera Orchestra delivered a performance marked by precision and passion. The ensemble navigated
the intricate dynamics of both compositions with finesse, ensuring that each musical nuance resonated with
clarity.

Tenor László Boldizsár's rendition of the Messa di Gloria's "Gratias agimus tibi" was both powerful and
emotive, capturing the piece's devotional essence. 

Baritone Kelemen Zoltán brought depth and gravitas to the "Qui tollis peccata mundi," his voice
embodying the plea for mercy inherent in the text.

In Cavalleria rusticana, the chorus's rendition of the iconic "Easter Hymn" was a highlight, their voices
blending seamlessly to evoke the communal spirit of the Easter celebration. The soloists' portrayals of the
opera's complex characters were equally compelling, conveying the raw emotions that drive the narrative.

The concert's staging, though minimalistic, allowed the music and performances to take center stage. The
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use of Hungarian, English, and original language subtitles ensured accessibility for a diverse audience,
enhancing the overall experience. This Easter with Mascagni concert was more than a mere performance; it
was a journey through the spectrum of human emotion, guided by Mascagni's masterful compositions. The
Hungarian State Opera's dedication to presenting such profound works with excellence reaffirms its status
as a beacon of cultural enrichment. For those seeking a musical experience that transcends the ordinary, this
concert was a testament to the enduring power of opera to touch the soul and elevate the spirit.

Bericht online lesen:
https://culture.en-a.eu/kunst_kultur_und_musik/sacred_and_earthly_triumph_easter_with_mascagni_-9124
0/
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