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Transcendence and Transformation: Wagner?s Parsifal 

Hungarian State Opera , 23.04.2025 [ENA]

On April 20, 2025, the Hungarian State Opera presented a performance of Richard Wagner’s Parsifal that
was nothing short of revelatory. This production, under the direction of András Almási-Tóth and the baton
of Péter Halász, offered a profound exploration of Wagner’s final music drama, blending tradition with
contemporary sensibilities to create an experience that was intellectually and emotionally stimulating.

Almási-Tóth’s direction brought a fresh perspective to Parsifal, emphasizing the opera’s themes of
redemption, compassion, and the struggle between sacred and profane love. Set designer Sebastian Hannak
and costume designer Lili Izsák crafted a visual landscape that was both timeless and modern, allowing the
narrative’s spiritual journey to unfold in a space that felt both familiar and otherworldly. The use of video
projections by András Juhász and lighting design by Tamás Pillinger further enhanced the ethereal
atmosphere, immersing the audience in the mystical world of Monsalvat.

Conductor Péter Halász led the Hungarian State Opera Orchestra with precision and sensitivity, navigating
Wagner’s complex score with a deft hand. The orchestra’s performance was marked by a rich tonal palette
and dynamic range, capturing the opera’s shifting moods from the solemnity of the Grail scenes to the
sensual allure of Klingsor’s realm. The chorus, under the direction of Gábor Csiki, delivered a powerful and
cohesive performance, their voices blending seamlessly to convey the collective yearning and spiritual
fervor of the Grail knights.

Tenor István Kovácsházi’s portrayal of Parsifal was a masterclass in character development, evolving from
naive innocence to enlightened savior with a vocal performance that was both nuanced and commanding.
Mezzo-soprano Andrea Szántó brought depth and complexity to the role of Kundry, her voice capturing the
character’s torment and longing for redemption. Baritone Károly Szemerédy’s Klingsor was a formidable
presence, his performance exuding menace and desperation. Bass Gábor Bretz as Gurnemanz provided a
steady moral compass throughout the opera, his resonant voice conveying wisdom and compassion. 

Baritone Mihály Kálmándy’s Amfortas was a poignant portrayal of suffering and spiritual crisis, his
performance eliciting deep empathy from the audience. This production of Parsifal at the Hungarian State
Opera was more than a performance; it was a spiritual journey that invited the audience to reflect on themes
of suffering, compassion, and redemption. The seamless integration of visual artistry, musical excellence,
and compelling performances created an immersive experience that lingered long after the final curtain. For
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both seasoned Wagnerians and newcomers to his work, this Parsifal was a testament to the enduring power
of opera to illuminate the human condition.

Bericht online lesen:
https://culture.en-a.eu/kunst_kultur_und_musik/transcendence_and_transformation_wagners_parsifal_-912
41/
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