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Intimate Mirrors: BONDED by Alleyne Dance

ImlpulsTanz Vienna, 13.07.2025 [ENA]

n their Austrian premiere BONDED, the UK-based duo Kristina and Sadé Alleyne craft an arresting
exploration of twinship, identity, and separation. Set within a rotating glass cube, the performance
physically and metaphorically refracts their bond, presenting unity and division in constantly shifting light.
Choreographically, BONDED springs from rich cultural roots—merging Kathak, Hip-Hop, West African,
and Caribbean.

It brings these various vocabularies into a fluid, hybrid movement language. Each sister speaks through a
personal movement style, and the cube becomes a silent interlocutor that alternately embraces and divides
them. Their motion is at once symbiotic—mirrored gestures of affection—and resolutely individual as the
transparent walls intrude. Giuliano Modarelli’s pulsating score—steeped in syncopated rhythms and
low-end resonance—binds the movement and spaces together, while theatrical fog and precise lighting
intensify the emotional atmosphere. The sisters’ rapport is tangible: silent glances, clenched hands, and
near-touch passages convey profound intimacy and the aching need for individuation.

In just 30 minutes, BONDED evokes complex themes—loyalty, divergence, resilience—without a single
word. The glass cube becomes a universal symbol of relational entanglements, and the Alleyenes’ dynamic
presence makes this duet an unforgettable statement on connection and autonomy. It's a powerful, poetic
testament to shared history and personal evolution—modern ballet at its most resonant.
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