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Anniversary Gala - 50 years of Opernfreunde Wien

Muth, 06.11.2025 [ENA]

From the moment the lights rose at MuTh on the evening of 1 November 2025, it became clear this was no
ordinary society concert. In honour of Opernfreunde Wien’s fifty-year anniversary, the programme was
built around a spirit of celebration, generosity and musical surprise—yet the outstanding element, the one
that transformed the evening into memorably historic event, was the unexpected appearance of Plácido
Domingo.

His entry, in the latter half of the concert, delivered an emotional surge and transformed what might have
been a charming gala into a profound artistic statement. The hall itself, intimate yet with excellent
acoustics, proved an ideal setting for this multi-layered event: part tribute concert, part gala, part
masterclass in singing and interpretative presence. The audience—composed of long-time operatic
aficionados, supporters of Opernfreunde and invited guests—responded with palpable anticipation. The
opening numbers, given by the house ensemble and selected guest artists, were polished, spirited and served
as a fitting warm-up to the main event. 

However, even in those earlier moments one sensed that the real highlight was being held in reserve. The
musical direction was deft: tempi were judicious, ensemble balance carefully managed in the modest
performance space, and the programme flowed with elegance rather than bravado. It opened with a set of
well-chosen operatic gems—arias and duets designed to showcase both seasoned voices and emerging
talent from the Opernfreunde network. The mix of repertoire included a bel-canto highlight followed by a
heroic Verdi piece, then moving into lighter Mozart and late-Romantic lyricism. 

And then, quite unexpectedly, Plácido Domingo entered the stage. The moment itself was staged with
subtlety rather than spectacle—he appeared, greeted the audience quietly, and approached with an air of
humility and maturity rather than triumphalist headline-making. That restraint proved all the more
powerful. His first contribution: a dramatic baritone aria caught the audience off-guard, reminding us
instantly of both his extraordinary versatility and the depth of artistry he still commands. In the course of
the evening he performed two further pieces, each contrasting in style: one operatic bravura moment, one
more introspective, intimate offering. 

Among the evening’s many vocal highlights, Elina Garanca’s performance was a masterclass in elegance,
control, and emotional depth. Her velvety mezzo-soprano filled the MuTh with a sound that was both
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refined and irresistibly expressive. Whether in her featured aria—rendered with phrasing of liquid
grace—or in her duet later in the programme, Garanca’s artistry demonstrated complete command of line
and tone. Every gesture, every breath was imbued with dramatic purpose yet effortless naturalness. What
impressed most was her ability to balance the technical precision that defines her artistry with genuine
emotional openness.

The kind of singing that bridges the distance between performer and listener, allowing the music to resonate
on a deeply human level. When she concluded her final piece, the audience erupted into a long, heartfelt
applause that underscored her standing as one of the world’s truly great voices. Beyond Domingo and
Garanca, the rest of the programme maintained high standards. This jubilee concert was therefore more
than a gala; it was a testament to five decades of passion, volunteerism, and artistic advocacy. The
dedication of the Opernfreunde committee and members was palpable throughout the evening, from the
meticulous organisation to the warmth of the post-concert celebration.

The presence of such extraordinary artists was also a tribute to the organisation behind the evening—the
Wiener Opernfreunde (Vienna Opera Friends). Founded fifty years ago by a small group of devoted opera
lovers, the association has grown into one of Austria’s most respected cultural networks, dedicated to
promoting opera as a living art form. Over the decades, it has provided platforms for young singers,
organised lectures, artist talks, and excursions, and served as a bridge between performers and audiences.
Their mission—to celebrate opera not merely as entertainment but as a shared cultural heritage—has helped
sustain Vienna’s vibrant operatic ecosystem.

The audience reaction was telling. Throughout the evening, the applause was robust yet always
appropriate—no frenzy just for effect, but genuine recognition. At the end, the final ovation lasted several
minutes, the singer came back for multiple bows, and many in the audience rose spontaneously. The
atmosphere, often reserved in classical concerts, felt warm, inclusive and connected. Post-concert, the lobby
bustled with conversation, and many older patrons commented that they had been part of Opernfreunde for
decades and believed they had never heard such a consummate concert in their membership history.

In conclusion: the Opernfreunde Wien 50-year celebration concert at MuTh on 1 November 2025 was a
triumph. It succeeded as a gala, succeeded as a serious recital event, and achieved a memorable surprise
that will linger in the memory of those present. For anyone involved in Austrian operatic culture, this was
an evening to remember—and one that hints at what future anniversaries might look like when tradition and
innovation meet. If you had the chance to attend, you were present at something very special indeed.

Bericht online lesen:
https://culture.en-a.eu/kunst_kultur_und_musik/anniversary_gala_50_years_of_opernfreunde_wien-92499/
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