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Ressort: Kunst, Kultur und Musik

Genre-Defying Dialogue of Sound and Emotion
MuTh, 19.02.2026 [ENA]

In aconcert season increasingly defined by hybrid performance paradigms, Maria Radutu & LYLIT feat.
Phoebe Violet at MuTh on 17 February 2026 offered a profoundly resonant and exquisitely crafted musical
experience that transcended conventional genre boundaries. The programme, explicitly constructed as a
dialogue between classical music and contemporary soul and pop idioms.

The concert unfolded with remarkable coherence and artistic depth, reminding listeners why such
cross-pollinations represent not only innovation but, in the best instances, genuine artistic synthesis. The
concert’s conceit was simple yet deeply fertile: Maria Radutu, a pianist distinguished for her boldly
imaginative programmes and boundary-crossing collaborations, joined forceswith LYLIT, an inherently
expressive singer-composer whose powerful soul voiceis paired here with her own piano contributions, and
Phoebe Violet, whose evocative vocal artistry served as a catalytic presence throughout the evening.

From the outset, the concert avoided facile juxtapositions between styles — instead of dotting classical
pieces beside pop or soul songs, the evening created a single evolving musical world in which each style
illuminated and enriched the others. Radutu’ s selection of classical repertoire — drawing upon touchstones
that span centuries — was not curatorial window dressing but an active force in the evening’ s dramaturgy.
Her interpretations displayed not only technical finesse but a rare sensitivity to texture and dramatic pacing,
shaping formally rigorous classical works with expressive nuance that welcomed, rather than resisted, the
contemporary voices sharing the stage.

Thiswas particularly evident in the transition between Radutu’ s piano passagesand LY LIT’ svoca
improvisations: rather than feeling like discrete movements, these moments coal esced into a seamless sonic
continuum. LY LIT’ s voice — rich, resonant, and emotionally unguarded — acted as a fulcrum between
tradition and innovation. Whether grounding the listener in soulful lyrical lines or engaging in dynamic
interplay with Radutu’ s pianistic articulation, her presence embodied the concert’ s underlying philosophy:
that emotion, clarity, and authenticity are the true currencies of performance, regardliess of genre.

Phoebe Violet's contributions provided additional depth. Her vocal timbre and stylistic versatility — rooted
in soul yet unafraid of classical nuance — elevated several sections of the programme into moments of
collaborative brilliance. Particularly striking were passages in which Violet’ s voice threaded through
Radutu’ s piano figuration with elegant agility, creating moments of genuine chamber-music intimacy.
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These were not simply songs inserted between classical pieces, but rather integral components of an
overarching narrative arc that felt both emotionally precise and musically inevitable.

Radutu, whose artistry is shaped by dual commitments to classical tradition and creative exploration,
proved a consummate anchor for this adventurous journey. Her pianism combined crystalline articulation
with rugged expressive intent. Whether navigating intricate classical counterpoint or underpinning LYLIT's
vocal improvisations, she played with a sense of rhythmic purpose that galvanized and unified the
ensemble. In the context of the MuTh’s acoustically forward space, her touch was both agile and eloquent
— caressing lyrical lines one moment and commanding phrasing with emphatic clarity the next.

LYLIT srolein this narrative was transformative. Her powerful soul voice — colored by jazz inflections
and an innate sense of storytelling — served as emotiona compass throughout the evening. In passages that
soared into sustained high registers, her singing was both exhilarating and vulnerable; in more introspective
moments, it was layered with a quiet intensity that pulled listeners into the unfolding dialogue. It was
precisely this compositional courage — the willingness to let pop-informed sensibilities meet classical
complexity head-on — that made the performance an event of genuine artistic consequence.

hoebe Violet, whose presence was woven throughout the programme, acted as a compelling third voice in
this multilayered conversation. Her vocal lines— at times lush and lyrical, at others sharply expressive —
contributed a unique tonal dimension that accentuated the programme’s overall emotional range. Her
artistry demonstrated how distinctive individual voices, when placed in an intelligently curated context, can
articulate a collective expressive identity that far exceeds the sum of its parts.

Thetriumph of MariaRadutu & LYLIT feat. Phoebe Violet was not merely stylistic daring, but emotional
sincerity and intellectual rigor. By uniting disparate musical idioms into a single aesthetic field, the
performers validated a contemporary approach to classical tradition — one that recognizes historical roots
while remaining powerfully attuned to the expressive languages of the present. The result was not a novelty
concert but amusically substantial and affectively rich performance that audiences will remember long
after the final chord faded.

This was an evening where genre boundaries dissolved not for spectacle’ s sake but for expressive clarity,
offering amodel of how classical music can continue to evolve without losing its core artistic integrity. In
the rarefied acoustic of MuTh, Radutu, LYLIT, and Phoebe Violet achieved a performance of breathtaking
lyricism, intellectual depth, and heartfelt communication — a true meeting of minds and voices across
musical worlds.

Bericht online lesen:
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