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Sparkling Triumph of Comic Genius and Vocal Virtuosity

Salzburger Festspiele, 26.05.2026 [ENA]

Rossini’s Il viaggio a Reims at the Salzburg Festival promises to be one of the most exuberant operatic
experiences of the season, and the production appears perfectly calibrated to reveal why this score remains
such a dazzling showcase of ensemble artistry, theatrical imagination, and pure musical invention. In Barrie
Kosky’s hands, the opera becomes far more than a charming curiosity from Rossini’s catalog.

It emerges as a delirious celebration of wit, style, and vocal brilliance, ideally suited to the festival’s high
standards and cosmopolitan spirit. The genius of Il viaggio a Reims lies in its seeming lightness. The opera
has little conventional plot, yet it overflows with character, atmosphere, and musical invention. Kosky
understands this beautifully. By embracing Feydeau-like farce, erotic slapstick, and a sense of social chaos,
he turns the opera’s minimal narrative into a theatrical advantage rather than a limitation. The result is
likely to be a production that moves with irresistible pace, keeping the audience in a state of delighted
surprise from beginning to end.

Rossini’s score is one of the great miracles of comic opera. Its ensembles, in particular, generate an almost
physical excitement, culminating in the extraordinary 14-voice concerted piece that is among the
composer’s most astonishing achievements. Salzburg’s production seems ready to seize on that brilliance
with full confidence. When Rossini writes at this level, comedy becomes architecture, and ensemble
becomes drama. That is one of the reasons the work can feel so exhilarating in performance: every voice is
both an individual character and part of a larger, finely balanced machine of sound.

The festival’s presentation also appears to recognize that Il viaggio a Reims is, in a sense, a social
experiment. A group of aristocrats, travelers, and national types are stranded together, and the result is a
comic laboratory in which vanity, desire, vanity, and national stereotype collide. Kosky’s theatrical instinct
is ideally suited to this kind of material, because he can make the relationships between characters vivid
without losing the musical elegance of the score. That combination of precision and abandon is exactly
what Rossini needs.

A major strength of the Salzburg production is its ensemble concept. Il viaggio a Reims requires not just a
cast of excellent soloists, but a true ensemble culture, in which each singer contributes to the overall
shimmer of the evening. The opera’s pleasure lies partly in the individuality of its voices and partly in the
way those voices merge into glittering collective energy. Salzburg has a strong history of assembling casts
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that can meet this challenge, and the early material suggests an ambitious, high-profile realization.

Gianluca Capuano’s involvement further increases anticipation. Rossini depends on rhythmic discipline,
flexibility, and a conductor who can keep the music buoyant without rushing its elegance. Capuano’s style
is well suited to the score’s blend of virtuosity and finesse. Under a conductor like this, the ensembles can
breathe, the crescendos can ignite, and the comic timing can land with the precision that Rossini’s music
demands.

The setting at Salzburg also matters. The Festival is one of the world’s great operatic platforms, and a work
like Il viaggio a Reims thrives in an environment where vocal excellence and theatrical intelligence are
treated as equally essential. This production seems to embrace that ideal completely. It promises not simply
a concert performance of Rossini’s brilliance, but a fully theatrical world in which color, tempo, and
ensemble interaction generate continuous delight.

What makes this production especially attractive is its confidence in the opera’s unique mixture of
sophistication and absurdity. Il viaggio a Reims can easily become an attractive but shallow piece if the
staging does not understand its deeper musical wit. Salzburg’s approach, however, appears to see the
comedy as a form of precision rather than chaos for its own sake. That is the right perspective. Rossini’s
laughter is always crafted, never casual, and the finest productions know how to make that craftsmanship
visible.

In the end, Il viaggio a Reims at Salzburg looks like an ideal festive event: witty, dazzling, richly musical,
and theatrically alive. It promises the kind of evening that reminds audiences why Rossini remains a master
of joy, energy, and ensemble brilliance. With Kosky’s imaginative direction, Capuano’s musical leadership,
and Salzburg’s exceptional standards, this should be a production of real distinction.

Bericht online lesen:
https://culture.en-a.eu/kunst_kultur_und_musik/sparkling_triumph_of_comic_genius_and_vocal_virtuosity
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