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Longing Beyond the Storm

Theater an der Wien, 02.11.2026 [ENA]

Richard Wagner’s opera Der fliegende Holländer brings together elemental grandeur and intensely private
suffering. Its storms are both meteorological and emotional; its legendary seafarer embodies a loneliness
recognisable far beyond the supernatural circumstances of his fate. Theater an der Wien’s current autumn
production promises a compelling encounter with this world.

In this production the yearning for release meets the dangerous intensity of absolute devotion. At its centre
stands a question as unsettling as it is moving: can love rescue another person without consuming the one
who loves? The announced pairing of Jordan Shanahan as the Dutchman and Ambur Braid as Senta gives
the production an especially attractive dramatic focus. These are roles whose significance depends on more
than vocal amplitude. The Dutchman must suggest the accumulated exhaustion of endless wandering, while
Senta must make an extraordinary imaginative attachment emotionally comprehensible. 

Together, the characters create a relationship poised between recognition and projection: each appears to
discover in the other the answer to an otherwise unbearable existence. The Dutchman’s predicament
supplies the opera with its sombre gravitational force. Condemned to roam the seas, he can find deliverance
only through a woman’s unconditional fidelity. Yet the fascination of the character lies less in the
mechanics of his curse than in the experience it represents. His search for redemption becomes a search for
trust itself. After limitless disappointment, the possibility of being accepted must seem almost as
frightening as the prospect of remaining alone.

Senta offers the opposing energy: not exhausted resignation, but a consuming conviction that another life
calls to her. Her attraction to the Dutchman’s darkness and existential solitude gives the drama its
emotional volatility. She is neither merely a comforting presence nor an uncomplicated embodiment of
virtue. Her devotion opens a space in which romantic aspiration, obsession and self-sacrifice become
difficult to separate. That ambiguity is essential to the opera’s continuing power, allowing admiration and
unease to coexist.

What makes their encounter so theatrically rewarding is the imbalance beneath its apparent reciprocity. The
Dutchman seeks release from an intolerable fate; Senta invests herself in the possibility of granting it. Their
shared longing does not necessarily mean that they understand one another. The drama therefore invites a
psychologically alert interpretation, one attentive to the difference between loving a person and embracing
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an image of that person. Its tenderness becomes more affecting when its dangers remain visible.

Musically, Der fliegende Holländer marks a decisive step in Wagner’s development. Recurring motifs,
dramatic orchestral writing and the increasing integration of musical action establish a language that
reaches beyond a succession of individual numbers. The orchestra does not merely accompany the legend;
it gives its forces continuity and presence. This relationship between sound and dramatic necessity helps
explain why the opera can feel so immediate: its atmosphere is not decorative, but integral to the characters’
emotional circumstances.

The contrast between communal life and inward isolation is equally important. The world surrounding the
protagonists offers the recognisable rhythms of ordinary existence, against which their exceptional longing
becomes increasingly stark. Wagner’s drama draws strength from that opposition: the supernatural is
disturbing precisely because it enters a human environment. The Dutchman’s loneliness and Senta’s
fixation acquire their full significance when measured against the possibility of a life governed by more
familiar expectations.

For this forthcoming presentation, the richest artistic opportunity lies in preserving the balance between
myth and psychological truth. An interpretation that treats the work only as a ghost story risks overlooking
its human vulnerability; one that explains away the legend risks diminishing its imaginative scale. The
published emphasis on longing, redemption and obsession suggests an approach to the opera’s tensions.
Those themes belong together, and the work becomes most compelling when none is allowed to cancel the
others.

Theater an der Wien’s Der fliegende Holländer thus promises an evening of considerable emotional and
musical substance. Its appeal is not simply the force of Wagner’s sea-bound imagery, but the vulnerability
that imagery contains. Beneath the legend stands a profound desire to be released from solitude, and beside
it the perilous belief that devotion can accomplish everything. This is the opera’s enduring distinction: it
makes redemption radiant without making the longing for it simple.

Bericht online lesen: https://culture.en-a.eu/kunst_kultur_und_musik/longing_beyond_the_storm-94538/
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